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mﬂimam put H1V message on big screei

M South Florida mn:nosnm
debuted three films E:Omm
message is I_<\>_Um
prevention at UM’s

Mailman Center for Child
Development.

BY JOHN W. COX_
jcox@MiamiHerald.com

Guests streamed down the
red carpet like Hollywood
stars at the Oscars. :

But instead of Martin Scor-
sese and: Steven: Spielberg
sauntering into the Kodak
Theatre, about 80 people,
mostly teenagers, Samwma into
the CE<o~.m:< of Miami’s
Mailman -Center for -Child
Om<oyovambn ‘to watch the
premiere of three student-
made films whose message
was HIV prevention.

The films, created in part
by South Florida students,
touched on different elements
of the growing HIV problem
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among America’s %.o:mF. espe-
cially in South Florida, where
AIDS rates are among the
highest in the country.

About 1.2 million people i 5
the United States live with
HIV or AIDS, according to
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention. The 25-
and-under group is one of the
fastest-growing segments of
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m_rzz>xmz Zm:m m_<m.,m a @«macm.,ﬁm of Miami Jackson
Senior High, helped make ° Butterfly,” the story of a giri
forgiving the person who gave her HIV.

“We know m.gmmm kids don’t

listen to boring stats,” said
Alex Moreno, head of Pro-

new HIV/AIDS cases, partic-
ularly among blacks and His-
panics.

mote to Prevent, a program
Ebg UM’s adolescent medi-
cine division, which orga-
nized the event held Wednes-
day afternoon. “I've always

_ felt you have to do different

things for these kids or you
don’t get through to them.”
Promote to Prevent collab-
orated with Miami Beach-
based Little Director, a com-
pany that makes films out of
children’s &.me&bmm to pro-

. duce the movies, which lasted

about . three« 55:8% .mwow

. Teens came up with &mwm
- mapped out a script and Une_.m

duced the storyboards before

doing voice-overs for the ani-
mated characters in each

movie. !

“I would just like teenagers
to be aware of how easy it is
to contract HIV,” said Maria
Rivera, a recent graduate
from Miami, Jackson Senior
High School. Rivera, along

with rwn fellow seniors, m
the film Butterfly, which ¢
the story of a girl forgiv
the person who gave her E
The two other films — Se
Cycle and Growing Apari
were made by students fr
Switchboard of Miami
counseling service, | ¢
Young Girls to Young.Lad
an after-school program.
Promote to Prevent p
vides anonymous HIV :
STD: testing, education
counseling for %Oﬁum peo

. ages'13 to 24.

Previously, the vhom~
has presented:music, si
and other activities to edu
area youths about danger
diseases, often through cc
munity agencies and scho

“The kids were very
sionate about it from
beginning,” said Yuri Vel
quez, a program instruc
“We make it fun.”



